
Minutes from Parent Council Meeting September 14th 2015 

 

Attending: Ray O’Neil, Leona Cook, Anne Marie McGinlay, Eileen Fitzpatrick, Tracy Quinn, 

Alie Hilda de Vries, Angus Holden, Bethany Mackay, Mandy Shand, Neil Smith, Jonny 

Mitchell, Barbara Sinclair, Jo McGettigan,  Sharon Welsh, Zain Aslam 

Apologies: Fiona Gornall, Callum Imrie  

The meeting opened at 7pm with a welcome introduction, school prayer and attendance 

list.  

2. Election of Office Bearers. 

 It was decided that due to the absence of the chair person that the election of office bearers would 

be moved to the next meeting November 16th. 

3. Child Poverty 

Johanna Boyd from Stirling Council was invited to speak about child poverty within Stirling and 

Clackmannanshire and how it can impact on children’s learning. The issue of child poverty can be a 

humiliating one especially for teenagers which can prevent some children from taking part in various 

activities at school, due to lack of money.  This led to a discussion on the taking up of various 

clothing grants and free school meals and how the school could support vulnerable children to 

ensure that they are getting the benefits that they are entitled to.  

(Insert report from Johanna) 

4. Uniform Bank 

It was suggested that a Uniform Bank be set up in order to recycle various items of uniform and also 

to assist any family that may find the buying of uniform items a hardship. This would be run by 

parents and pupils. Head girl Bethany also suggested that recycling/swapping past papers could be 

incorporated with this idea. The following volunteers have agreed to meet to discuss this and take 

this idea forward. Neil Smith, Bethany Mackay, Leona Cook and Barbara Sinclair.  

5.Head Girl & Deputy Head Boy report 

Head girl Bethany is co-leading the buddy group and 1st years settling well. 

Pupil council meeting next week and will discuss how to improve learning within the school. 

Award ceremony is 1st October. 

Legacy project remains ongoing. 

Deputy Head boy Zain spoke about  organising an information evening run by the pupils 

incorporating a subjects fair. 



 

S2/S3 & S4/S6 have had well attended parents briefing evenings. 

S1 welcome mass has been arranged. 

6. Head Teacher Report & A.O.C.B 

It will be a busy year with 204 1st year pupils enrolled, 55 of whom were placing requests. Takes the 

school roll to 935. Exams went well with the exception of maths as pupils across Scotland were not 

prepared for it. The SQA dropped the pass mark to 35%. 

There then followed a discussion on the SQA Results Service and the different ways in which Private 

and State schools manage this. Mr O’Neill stated that at St Modan’s a Clerical Check or Marker 

Review would be made if the school deemed it necessary. 

Car park- It was noted that the council is still in discussion with regards to adopting the road and 

therefore nothing has as yet been done about the potholes. The issue of pupil safety and the way 

they use the car park was also raised. The senior management team will speak to pupils about the 

issue of using the pavements rather than crossing the car park to reach the buses. 

Buses- There had been an issue at the beginning of term that the concessionary passes had not been 

issued in time for pupils to use the buses on the first day. Unfortunately the school has no 

jurisdiction over the buses. If the problem arises again then the parent council will try to intervene 

between the council and bus company. 

Traffic Lights- The council have been notified regarding the lights still not working, there is an 

electrical fault with them and they will be repaired as soon as possible. 

Tracking system- The tracking system is changing. All Local authorities across the country use SEEMIS 

as their Management Information System in schools which lacks flexibility at school level. St Modan’s 

is trialling a new approach to tracking this session to include a better indication of pupil progress, 

particularly in the BGE (S1-3) 

There will now be 3 tracking and 1 final report for S1 & S4, 2 tracking and 1 report for all other years. 

 

Meeting closed at 845pm. 

Next meeting November 16th. Mrs Shandley will be speaking about the school’s nurture programme. 

 

Proposed Agenda for next meeting on 16th November 2015: 

Welcome and prayer 

Election of Office Bearers 

Mrs Shandley to speak about nurturing (school’s focus for this seesion.) 



Update on uniform bank and preparation for evening: ‘Understanding the mind of your child’. 

Report from HT, HB and HG. 

AOCB. 


