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Choosing…





For example…

“…[English Literature] explores human experience and 
imagination as it has been expressed in written form over more 
than five centuries. It also affords insight into how rhetorical 
structures of narrative and metaphor shape everyone’s 
perception of the world...”

“Mechanical engineers are responsible for the analysis, 
design and manufacture of an enormous range of 
industrial products and systems - almost anything with 
moving parts, from washing machines to aircraft. You will 
use fundamental physics, complex mathematics and
state-of-the-art engineering software, as well as your 
creative and inventive skills, in designing and improving 
products.”



What else…?

• Course content / Modules / 
Flexibility







What else…?

• Course content / Modules / 
Flexibility

• Study Abroad?

• Research? 



What kind of job…?

“There are a variety of careers open to English and 
Scottish Literature graduates. You can choose to 
work in publishing, teaching, arts administration or 
a media-related career such as PR, media or 
advertising.
Graduates have also gone on to work in the finance
or business sectors.
Some students pursue postgraduate study.”

“Studying engineering […] prepares you for a career 
as a professional engineer in the UK or abroad and 
all courses meet the requirements of the UK 
professional engineering bodies.
Typically many of our graduates move on to work in 
internationally leading engineering companies, in 
technical, consultancy and managerial roles, 
including company directorships.
Alternatively, many of our graduates have gone on 
to work in other areas, including the civil service, 
education, the armed forces and the financial 
sector”



What kind of job…?

Employers look for excellent graduates 
from a range of academic backgrounds.

Ask universities about their Careers 
Service, what kind of support is available 
to students, and what their graduates go 
on to do.



Applying…



What do we want?

Entry requirements vary from institution 
to institution.
Research in prospectuses and online.
Don’t apply if you won’t meet the 
minimum requirement!



Admissions Requirements?

Entrance requirements:

• Vary from institution to institution
• May change if over two sittings
• Subject-specific vs general requirements
• Additional tests or interviews?

If in doubt – check with University directly 
before applying. 





The UCAS System

What you need to know:

• The UCAS deadline is the 15th January. Universities aim to have responses to all 
on-time applications by the 31st March.

• Some people may receive early offers. You are no more likely to get in if you 
apply early!

• Your can discuss your child’s application with universities / UCAS as long as they 
name you in the personal details section

• It does not matter what order an applicant’s choices are in

• Universities can only see applications to their own university – they can’t see 
where else the pupil has applied to



Sensible UCAS choices

What you need to know:

• Use the 5 UCAS choices to make ‘aspirational’ as well as ‘safe’ applications.

• No more than 2 applications to the same institution

• If they’re deciding between French and Medical Sciences – applying for both is 
just delaying a tough decision!



What happens next?

Once all their responses are back, applicants make a 
decision of what offer to accept.

If an unconditional offer is their firm choice they hold 
only this offer.

If a conditional offer is their firm choice they also 
make an insurance choice.

They continue to study hard!



Personal Statement - Key points

Needs to show:

• Passion for the subject

• An effort to research the subject (work experience / career 

exploration)

• Understanding of skills the applicant has that will make them 

achieve as a university student / professional in this area

• Personal achievements and outside interests

It is:

Free text

47 lines or 4000 characters (including spaces)

Put together in Microsoft Word or similar

No formatting



What do I write…?

There are two main elements to the personal statement:

• Showing a genuine interest in and some effort to research the subject 
area – this includes specific work experience if it’s a vocational degree

• Showing personal qualities and skills that make you stand out / show 
you’ll be successful at university. 



How do I find out more?

Prospectuses, UCAS guide, Course 
leaflets, Independent guides

Internet

Careers library

Higher Education Conventions

Open Days

Student Union websites

SAAS website

University bursaries webpages

UCAS written / video guides



Any Questions?

Aoife Keenan
0131 650 9946
reach@ed.ac.uk


