
Setting the Highest Standards

S
a

p
ien

tia
 et G

ra
tia

 -
I

n
 w

isd
om

 a
n
d

 G
ra

ce

Understanding SQA Qualifications
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The National Qualifications

The qualifications will have equal status and credibility to 
previous qualifications

National 1

National 2

National 3

National 4

National 5

Higher (National 6)

Advanced Higher (National 7)
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How are Nationals  assessed?

- In-School Assessment – UASP and AVU 
NAT 1 TO 4

NAT 5

HIGHER

ADVANCED HIGHER

- In-School & External Assessment*
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Unit Assessments – What are they?

 Most courses are split into 3 sections (Units)

 Outcomes to be met at the end or during each Unit

 Much easier standard than final exam, generally to “C” level.

 Part of coursework includes an “Added Value Unit” (AVU) which 

typically contributes to overall grade.

 Each outcome MUST be passed in order to sit exam

 Normally One re-sit / resubmission allowed if required
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Qualifications & Assessments 2016/17

Advanced Higher

New Higher

National 5

National 4

National 5

National 4

National 3

National 2

National 1



Setting the Highest Standards

S
a

p
ien

tia
 et G

ra
tia

 -
I

n
 w

isd
om

 a
n
d

 G
ra

ce

When will I know my child’s 

presentation level (S4)?

 Indication of progress via tracking report and 

conversations with class teacher

 We will aspire to give pupils the opportunity to 

achieve the highest level possible in each subject

 Decisions will be made as and when significant 

evidence is gathered.

 Presentation levels confirmed via pupil planner.
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Do Prelims Matter?

 No appeals, now replaced with results service

 Practise for the final exam

 Let pupils, staff and parents know about current attainment –

formative assessment

 May be used as deciding factor on presentation level especially in 

S4.

 May be used if pupil is unable to sit the exam

7



Setting the Highest Standards

S
a

p
ien

tia
 et G

ra
tia

 -
I

n
 w

isd
om

 a
n
d

 G
ra

ce

What is required to Gain an Award?

• Pupils cover units of work one year

• End of unit assessments must be passed

• Final exam in May 2017 (N5, Higher, Adv Higher*)  

• Necessary to pass ALL assessments and final exam to gain a course 

award

• Graded A – D on certificate. (N3, N4 pass / fail only)

• If not mentioned on certificate then No award has been given 

(certificates recognise positive achievement only)

8



Setting the Highest Standards

S
a

p
ien

tia
 et G

ra
tia

 -
I

n
 w

isd
om

 a
n
d

 G
ra

ce

What Happens if I fail a Nat 5 exam?

 If a candidate attempts and fails the final exam at National 5 

(provided he/she has passed all of the necessary Unit assessments) 

then they become eligible for Recognising Positive Achievement 

(RPA) award at National 4.

 At St Modan’s we generally ensure that all candidates sitting the 

final exam have the necessary Added Value Unit at National 4 in 

order to benefit from RPA.

 We are also able to enter pupils for RPA until one school year after 

they have sat the National 5 exam.
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Partnership Working

 Sitting these qualifications is incredibly demanding for our 

young people

 To do well in the Senior Phase any pupil requires:

 Excellent Timekeeping

 Focus in class

 Homework

 Planned Revision
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Partnership Working

 We all care for our young people and want them to achieve 

their full potential

 We as a community need to ensure that we support each 

other in terms of consistency and positive reinforcement
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What the School will do….

 Meeting Learners’ Needs (MLN)/Additional Assessment 

Arrangements

 Regular Tracking and Assessment Updates/ Parents Night

 Pupil Support System/Listening Service

 Study Techniques/Supported Study

 Mentoring
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What Parents/Carers Can do..

 Remove Barriers to studying

 Create a work space/ provide resources

 Provide an incentive

 Discuss study and reinforce study techniques with your child

 Check planner regularly/ help them get organised

 Communicate any progress concerns to the school
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What pupils can do….

 Use planner

 Prepare fully for each assessment

 Keep to deadlines

 Catch up on any missed work

 Create a realistic and achievable study plan

 Manage stress/seek support
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The Importance of Sleep and Study
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The Importance of Diet

 Breakfast is key

 Benefits of breakfast on school performance include improved

 • memory • school attendance • mood 

 • academic performance

 “There is a link between boy's performance and diet -they more than 

girls find it hard to concentrate and learn if they are even a little 

hungry”
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The Importance of Fun

 Our pupils are young people – it is important to remember the 

pressures that they are under and to allow them time to be 

young

 The brain works in a similar way to your muscles.

 It is in the recovery phase that the muscle or knowledge 

grows stronger. 
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School Website

 SQA Subject Assessment Guides N5 and Higher

 Nationals and Highers in a Nutshell

 Assessment Calendar

 Assessment Week Timetables

 SQA Timetable (St ‘Modanised’ version)
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Questions
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