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S2 WW1 EXPERIENCE  
All of our S2 pupils spent 3 days immersed In World War One.  As part of a 

whole school interdisciplinary project, they were involved in a number of war 

themed activities including drilling, tasting army rations, exploring war wounds 

and investigating the impact of new technology and much more. By the end of 

the week our pupils were war-weary but enthused by their experiences and 

learned a great deal. 

 

ART NEWS 
THE ENGINE SHED 

A group of S6 pupils from St Modan's High School and Denny High School Art departments joined forces to 

experience some of the technology available in Stirling's newest Gallery space �t The Engine Shed. They were 

introduced to the wonders of three dimensional printing, laser scanning, thermal 

imaging and interactive learning. Marta and Jordan spent time with the pupils and 

staff explaining how technology is used in conservation and explaining the science 

involved in three dimensional imaging. Kirsty was our volunteer to have her head 

laser scanned for a three dimensional print out and is now the proud owner of an 

exquisite little printed sculpture of her head and shoulders! It only took 5 hours to 

print! While we were waiting, the pupils also visited Stirling Castle and were 

introduced to the idea of the "Meet your Maker" project.   

These young art students are being given a terrific opportunity to work with artists and designers on site in the 

castle, in Forth Valley College and within their own schools to develop skills for the work place. This project has 

been successfully implemented with Art Link Central and Forth Valley College, now we are about to see if school 

pupils can benefit from this programme. 

 

ART GALLERIES & MUSEUMS COMPETITION 

Four talented young artists from St Modan's High school (Bryony Cook, Ellie Logan, Amber Morrison and Aimee 

Finlay) travelled to Glasgow to participate in the Awards Ceremony for The Art Galleries and Museums 

Competition. The presentation took place in the beautiful venue of Kelvingrove Art Gallery, surrounded by some 

of the most beautiful architecture, artefacts and paintings we have in Scotland. The four St Modan's medal 

winners enjoyed some heartfelt speeches from the judges, the organisers and friends of the gallery.  The artistic 

relevance and history of the competition is touched upon, the prestigious  

nature of the coveted medals is mentioned and the enormity of the task 

of the judges to select 60 prize winners from 400 entries is evident to the 

all.  The speakers showed great warmth and admiration for the young 

artists and express love of the artwork produced. This is a significant 

artistic event and these young artists are now part of the history and 

archives of Kelvingrove Gallery. Well done to Bryony, Amber, Ellie and 

Aimee who received prizes on the night and we were able to see their 

beautiful art work on the big screen. The stars of this show are the 

creative and talented artists aged from just two years old to eighteen.   

 



 

OPENING OF THE ALLEN  MCCANN LIBRARY  
Pupils have been re-discovering the joy of 

reading with the opening of our new library 

in September this year. We received a 

generous donation of £50,000 from the 

family of previous headteacher Allen 

McCann, the second headteacher of St 

�D�}�����v�[�•�� �����š�Á�����v�� �í�õ�ñ�ï�� ���v���� �í�õ�ò�ó. This 

money has gone on to create a bright and open space for pupils to come and enjoy spending time in and immerse 

themselves in the written word. Fergus McCann visited the school to open the library for us and there was much 

excitement among the staff and pupils on the day. The school would like to offer their heartfelt thanks to the McCann 

family for their generosity.  

 

AUTISM PROVISION NEW S 
CHARITY FUNDRAISER 

Massive congratulations to Conner Ramsay (S6) from the Autism Provision who has raised £530 for the SSPCA. 

He ran 6.5 miles each night for 30 days. 

 

SMART AFTERNOON 

The Autism Provision had a Barbeque in the new �ZTiny Farm�[ as part of the 

�•���Z�}�}�o�[�•���^�D���Z�d�����(�š���Œ�v�}�}�v���}�v���&�Œ�]�����Ç���òth October. It was a great afternoon 

enjoyed by everyone.  

Our new farm, opened earlier this year is an exciting new enterprise for us, 

located adjacent to the Autism Provision. This extensive facility will provide 

young people to grow vegetables in raised beds which will be harvested and 

distributed to local food-banks.  
 

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT NEWS  
 

Nil by Mouth is a charity that helps tackle 

sectarianism in schools and in the 

workplace. Dave Scott returned to St. 

Modan's to help to present to S1, as part of 

Social Responsibility within our Language 

and Society faculty. 

Our pupils learned about stereotypes and 

how misleading these can be; and they were invited to challenge their own perceptions and practices, with a 

particular focus on 'Pause Before you Post' - the dangers and very real consequences of posting potentially 

offensive material and comments on social media. 

The afternoon culminated in some very thought-provoking hashtags, slogans and posters created by the pupils 

in small groups. Dave took these away to use in Nil by Mouth's ongoing campaign. He was impressed, as always, 

by our young people, calling them a credit to their parents and school. 



 

 

ELIZABETHAN EXPERIENCE 

All of our S1 pupils were given the unique opportunity to participate in an exciting 

afternoon of events and activities inspired by life during Elizabethan times. This 

interdisciplinary event was organised by the English department and generously 

supported by colleagues from every other faculty across the school.  

 

All S1 pupils study �^�Z���l���•�‰�����Œ���[�• Hamlet during S1 as part of their English course, and 

this annual event allows them to build upon their learning in a dynamic and 

entertaining way.  

�d�Z�]�•���Ç�����Œ�[�•���Œ���v�P�����}�(�������š�]�À�]�š�]���•���]�v���o�µ�����������Œ���Z���Œ�Ç�U���Y�µ�}�]�š�•�U�����•�š�Œ�}�v�}�u�Ç�U�����v�����D�����]���À���o���D���P�]���X���W�µ�‰�]�o�•���Á���Œ�������o�•�}���(���•���]�v���š������

by a visit from a group of feathered friends in the form of birds of prey from local business �ZLittle Critters.�[ 

 

 

CHAPLAINCY  UPDATE 
 

This year our new S6 Chaplaincy Team is:- 

Ellie Kane, Benjamin Kessack-Morrison, Hamish Gornall, Olivia Grant, 

Sophie Petale, Olivia Tortalano, Elly 

Michels, Joanne Gilvear, Marissa Tobin, 

Niamh Hardie and Jamie Noble. 

 

They will take on a variety of leadership 

roles within Chaplaincy. 

 

We held our buddy Mass on 6th October this year. It was led by Father Andrew and it was ���v�i�}�Ç���������Ç���^�í�[�•�����v����

�^�ò�[�•�����o�]�l��. 

 

S1 WELCOME EVENING  
A TREMENDOUS SUCCESS 

We held our annual S1 Welcome Evening on Wednesday 20th September. It was a lovely event with over 300 

guests. The evening started with some musical performances from our new S1 pupils including Owen Edwards, 

Orla and Roisin Diamond and Phoebe-Rose Gornall. Fr Andrew Kingham 

then celebrated Mass for us and we finished the evening with a social 

gathering in the atrium. It was wonderful event and fantastic to get an 

opportunity to welcome many of our new families into the school 

community.  

 

 

 

 



OUR NEW HOUSE STRUCTURE 
SESSION 2017-18 

Our new coloured house badges have now been issued to all pupils and they are being displayed proudly on 

lapels and ties all around the school. Our new house captains (whose photos you can see here) are in full swing 

and doing a great job.  

 

Rosneath House (BLUE): Mrs McGeehan    Ardchattan House (RED): Mr Paoli     

Kilmodan House (GREEN): Miss Sinclair  

 

 

 

 
 

DEVELOPING THE YOUNG WORKFORCE  
FAST GROUP (FUTURE APPRENTICES OF ST MODAN'S) 

Our Business Education teacher Mrs Kettles is now recruiting pupils who are looking to get an apprenticeship or 

go into employment at the end of this academic year. FAST will prepare pupils for getting an apprenticeship and 

open up the doors to many different employment opportunities. All S4-S6 who are interested are encouraged to 

join. 

 

TUNNOCK�[S BUSINESS CHALLENGE 

As part of the S3 Business Management Course, pupils were challenged with 

a design brief of coming up with a new product for Tunnock's as part of their 

learning on business innovation.  Their teachers wrote to Tunnock's to see if 

they would judge their work and Tunnock's were only too happy to see what 

they had come up with.   

 

Tunnock's generously gifted a number of prizes as a reward and commented 

how innovative and creative the ideas were. The S3's especially enjoyed 

sampling the products afterwards! Well done to our awards winners: Cameron Wilson, Cameryn Dick and Ellie 

Craig 

 

TRAINING CENTRE 

Our Vocational Training Centre continues to go from strength to strength, 

providing countless opportunities for our young people to engage in real-life 

skills development and employability training. Already this session we have 

classes of pupils doing national qualifications in Construction 

(Painting/Decorating, Electrical, Plumbing and brickwork), Energy 

(Renewables, electrical and heating systems) and Early Education and 

Childcare. This is offered in addition to a wide range of new and exciting 

options across the school including Automotive Skills, Retail, Electronics, amongst others. All pupils in S1 and S2 now 

complete a practical hands-on plumbing course as part of their mainstream curriculum and young people across S3-6 have 



been involved in a pilot project to teach practical roofing skills, called 

�Z�Z�}�}�(�]�v�P���]�v���š�Z�������o���•�•�Œ�}�}�u�[�X���t���[�Œ�����•�����]�v�P���•�}�u����tremendous 

participation and engagement of our young people in all of these 

�����š�]�À�]�š�]���•�����v�����Á���[�Œ�������}�v�(�]�����v�š���š�Z���š�����o�o���}�(���}�µ�Œ���Ç�}�µ�v�P���‰���}�‰�o�������Œ�����o�����Œ�v�]�v�P��

valuable skills, preparing them well for their future beyond school. 

Huge thanks to the many supporters and volunteers who have helped 

us to grow this wonderful facility �t we look forward to continuing 

these developments further. 

 

 

SPORTING SUCCESS 
 

JUNIOR TRIPLE CROWN 10-PIN BOWLING COMPETITION 

Congratulations to Matthew Crossan (S4) and Amy Addison (S1) and 

Daniel Addison (S6) who were chosen to participate in the Junior Triple 

Crown Ten Pin Bowling competition this summer. In addition, Daniel 

Addison and his teammates won silver medals at the competition. Well 

done to all!  

 

�h�í�õ�[�^���'�/�Z�>�[�^���&�K�K�d�����>L 

Congratulation to Head Girl Ellie Kane (S6) who has been selected for the Scottish FA U19 women's squad for 

games against Croatia. What a fantastic achievement. Since then, Ellie has again been selected for the upcoming 

training camp in Edinburgh ahead of euro qualifiers later this month against Armenia & Hungary. Great work! 

�h�í�ô�[�^�����K�z�[�^��FOOTBALL 

Huge congratulations to our own Aidan McKeown �~�^�ò�•���Á�Z�}���Z���•���u���������]�š���š�Z�Œ�}�µ�P�Z���š�}���š�Z�����(�]�v���o���š�Œ�]���o���(�}�Œ���š�Z�����h�í�ô�[�•���š�}��

play for Scottish Schools. Good luck on the day Aidan! 

 

SHOW JUMPING SUCCESS  

Despite breaking her leg in three places at the beginning of the year, Morgan McCormack (S5) has recently 

competed at the Scottish Home Pony where she won the championship for all junior riders from England, 

�^���}�š�o���v���U���/�Œ���o���v�������v�����t���o���•�X���^�Z�����Á���•�����o�•�}�����Á���Œ���������š�Z�����š�Œ�}�‰�Z�Ç���(�}�Œ���š�Z�����Z�����•�š�����v�����u�}�•�š���]�u�‰�Œ�}�À�������í�ð�ô���Œ�]�����Œ���(�}�Œ��

�î�ì�í�ó�[�X���D���v�Ç���(���u�}�µ�•���•�Z�}�Á���i�µ�u�‰���Œ�•�[ names are on this trophy. Well done Morgan! 

 

 

TAEKWONDO 

    Congratulations to Rachel Burns S2. Gold and Silver medals at UKTC Champions League 

(Taekwon-do), and now selected to train with the Scotland squad! Amazing achievement! 

 

 

 

TRIATHLON SCOTLAND 

Kyle Howie S4, recently took part in a trial day for Triathlon Scotland's Academy squad, and was successful in 

being selected to this national squad!  It is a huge achievement, well done Kyle! 

 

 

https://twitter.com/ScottishFA


 

 

GINETTA JUNIOR MOTORSPORT SCHOLARSHIP  

Jack Hall S3 has been successful in his application to take part in the Ginetta Junior Motorsport Scholarship 

Qualifiers.  He has managed to secure one of 60 places in the qualifiers and this in itself is a huge 

achievement.  Winning such a scholarship is the first step towards a career in motorsport. Well done Jack! 

 

AIR RIFLE SHOOTING 

 

Huge congratulatio�v�•���š�}�������v���K�[���}�v�v���o�o who has been selected to train with the 

Scottish Development Squad for 10m Air Rifle Shooting. Next step Team GB 

Tokyo 2020!! Amazing achievement! Dan has also become a UK Champion! He 

who won the title of U16 UK Champion in rifelry at the end of September this 

year. Well done!  

 

 

 

WORLD HIGHLAND DANCE CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Cameron Walker in S5 competed alongside over 700 dancers in Dunoon at the Cowal 

Highland gathering. He successfully qualified to dance in the junior Highland Dancing 

Championship and achieved 5th place in the junior world Highland dance 

Championship. Incredibly, Cameron also achieved best male in the world in the 

Junior Championship. Huge congratulations to Cameron. We are very proud of this 

young man.  
 

CHARITY  
WEST HIGHLAND WAY 

Aidan Gunn and Jed Bachen (S6) recently raised money for the little princess 

trust who provide wigs for children being treated for cancer or other 

conditions like alopecia. They started off walking the west highland way and 

wild camping over a 5 day period. After walking 2 days Jed became ill with 

gastroenteritis and had to be taken to hospital for treatment.  He was 

unable to continue the walk but both boys wer e determined to finish and 

so they started the next leg of their journey for three days shortly 

thereafter and soon finished at Fort William.  The boys walked a total of 

96 miles and raised over £500 for their charity. What an achievement! 

 

SPONSORED LEG WAX 

Our S6 pupils organised a sponsored leg wax in order to raise much needed 

funds for our Lasallian project volunteers last week. The (very) painful 

session took place at lunchtime on Tuesday 7th November. Pupils and staff 

paid 50p to at�š���v�����š�Z�����•�‰�����š�����o���U�����v�����¬�î���š�}���‰�µ�o�o�������Á���Æ���•�š�Œ�]�‰���(�Œ�}�u���š�Z�������}�Ç�•�[��

legs. Everyone seemed to enjoy the session and they manages to raise £100 

towards their fund. Well done to everyone involved! 



 

 

YPI (YOUTH & PHILANTHROPY SCOTLAND)  

 

 

�K�µ�Œ���^�ï���Á���Œ�����]�v�À�}�o�À�����U���}�v���������P���]�v���]�v���š�Z�����z�W�/���^���}�š�o���v���[�•���]�v�]�š�]���š�]�À�����š�}���Á�]�v���������}�v���š�]�}�v���}�(���u�}�v���Ç���(�}�Œ�������•�u���o�o���o�}�����o��

charity. All pupils were required to research a local charity of their choice and to work closely with that charity, 

campaigning on their behalf for a £3000 windfall! Pupils shared what they had learned with their peers using 

their presentation skills and teams were selected to go through to the final where parents and charities were 

invited to attend as audience members.  

Presentations at this ye���Œ�[�•���(�]�v���o���Á���Œ�����}�µ�š�•�š���v���]�v�P�����v�����Z�µ�P�������Œ�����]�š���P�}���•���š�}��

all those young people who worked so hard for their charities. There was, 

of course just one winning team and on this occasion the winning team 

representing FDAMH (Falkirk & District Association for Mental Health) 

consisted of Abbie McGill, Clara Sharvin, Isabelle Buckley, Christie Fraser 

and Caitlyn Battley. Well done to all the girls �t a great team effort! 

 

FDAMH is an independent mental health charity serving Falkirk and District, established in 1981. Their mission is 

to promote mental wellbeing by providing a range of services and creating an environment in which they: 

support individuals to recover from mental ill health; prevent deterioration in mental wellbeing and provide 

support, education and training related to mental health to carers and across the local community. 

If you require further information about this great charity check out https://www.fdamh.org.uk/ 

 

Other charities represented in the YPI finals were: Kidney Kids; Good Green Fun; Strathcarron Hospice; Play 

Alloa; Richmond Fellowship; Start-Up Stirling 

 

https://www.fdamh.org.uk/
https://www.fdamh.org.uk/


ROTARY CLUB SHOEBOX CAMPAIGN  

S2 and S6 pupils at St. Modan's took part in the 

shoebox appeal for the Rotary Club in Alloa. This 

scheme provides gifts for Children and families in 

Eastern Europe who live in very poor circumstances. 

47 boxes filled with gifts for children, teenagers and 

household goods were handed in. Thank you very 

much to all who participated.  

 

 

 

POPPY APPEAL 

A huge thank you to everyone who donated to our poppy appeal this year. We raised a total of £143.40 for a very 

worthy cause. 

 

WALL OF WONDER  
 

We have an exciting new development in our school aimed at recognising pupil achievement on a more regular basis. 

Anyone in the school community - pupil, parent/carer or staff can nominate a pupil for any 

achievement.  Achievements could be for anything amazing including charity work, sporting endeavour, acts of faith, 

supporting others, being inclusive to name but a few. 

Our Pupil Council �ZCelebrating Success�[ Group decide who the most 

deserving nominations are each round and their pictures are 

displayed on our Wall of Wonder. 

�Z�E�}�š�����o�����E�}�u�]�v���š�]�}�v�•�[���(�}�Œ���‰�µ�‰�]�o�•���Á�Z�}���Á���Œ���v�[�š���•���o�����š�������(�}�Œ���š�Z�����Á���ol 

will also be on display in our School Atrium. 

Note that both parents and pupils are able to make nominations for 

the Wall of Wonder. You can do this using our Twitter page and the 

#stmwow or you can email the school with the relevant information. 

Nominations for Round 3 close on Friday 22nd December. 

 

HALLOWEEN PARTY  
S1 & S2 enjoyed a fun-filled night of dancing and prizes at our annual Halloween 

party on Thursday 2nd November. The children 

(and Staff) made an amazing effort with their 

costumes as always and it was a very colourful 

and scary turn-out!  

1st place went to �t IT the Clown  

2nd place went to �t Sumo wrestler  

3rd place went to �t mysterious man in red  

Congratulations to the winners, and a huge well done and thank you to all who participated!  

 



OTHER NEWS 
 

DENNIS CANAVAN SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS 

At the Awards Ceremony at Callendar House, Falkirk, on Monday 28th August. Jan Finlay received an award of 

£200 and Daniel Johnston received an award of £50. This scholarship was set up to support young people from 

the Falkirk area to continue in further education.  

This Scholarship makes awards to young persons attending school, who live in the Falkirk Council area and who 

have given notable service to others through voluntary work etc. 

Well done to both Jan and Daniel who are deserved winners in recognition of the great work they both do in 

their local communities. 

 

PARENT TEACHER PARTNERSHIP (PTP)  
 

Since the start of the new school year the PTP have had two meetings and it was fantastic to see 

such a great turnout at them and to welcome some new faces. We aim to keep all parents and 

carers informed of what we do, by linking the agendas and minutes to the school website and 

we also have a Twitter account that you can follow.  

The PTP have been busy promoting the 100 Club, and now have over 100 members. You can join 

�]�v�����š�����v�Ç���š�]�u�����š�Z�Œ�}�µ�P�Z�}�µ�š���š�Z�����Ç�����Œ�����v�����(�}�Œ�u�•�������v�����������}�Á�v�o�}�����������(�Œ�}�u���š�Z�����Á�����•�]�š���X���/�š�[�•������great way of raising funds 

for our school. We also organised some fantastic Christmas Hamper raffle prizes for the Community Christmas 

Concert which was a sell-out both in terms of seats and raffle tickets raising £403.  

�t�����Á�]�o�o���������Œ�µ�v�v�]�v�P���}�µ�Œ���(�]�Œ�•�š�����À���Œ���^���}�Ç�•���E�]�P�Z�š�_���í�ñth March 2018, an evening filled with Fun, Food, Games and Guests!!  

This event will be for S1 Boys only and their male relatives. More information will follow in the New Year.  

The next PTP meeting takes place Monday 29th �:���v�µ���Œ�Ç�U���]�š�[�•���}�‰���v��to all parents & carers, please feel free to come 

along and get involved. Happy Christmas from all the PTP!   

 

READING WITH DOGS  
READING WITH DOGS - Therapet leads the way for literacy in St. Modan's. 

 

St. Modan's continually tries to develop the literacy levels of pupils in many ways 

but never before have we barked instructions quite like Jetta the literacy dog. 

 

Jetta is a registered Therapy Pet and our aim at St. Modan's is to allow Jetta to wag 

her way into the hearts and minds of our pupils; we hope this gives the children a 

new sense of confidence and fluidity when they read and when they interact with 

others. In Jetta's first few weeks, she has been a barking success and she has made 

the library her new home!  

 

The pupils she has worked with have been mesmerised by her approach to reading and she has passed this onto 

the pupils in the hope that they continue to develop a love for reading that leads the way in the school.  

 



S5/6 ASSESSMENTS  

COMING SOON 

Starts Wednesday 10th January 2018 

S5/6 Assessment Week is coming soon. Please encourage your son/daughter to prepare a study timetable and to 

stick to it in preparation for the coming examinations. Assessments during this period are a very important part 

of SQA exam preparation and should be taken very seriously.  

Your son/daughter will have received an assessment timetable, a blank pupil timetable and a study planner.  

Additional resources to support study for assessments can be found on a number of websites including Edmodo 

and Scholar.   

Parents will receive school reports later in the session based on performance until now, including these exams 

and decisions will be made soon regarding presentation levels using these grades and other assessments.  

Please speak to your son/daughter about their assessments and study plan.  

The following attendance arrangements will be in place during these exams:  

Studying for exams - Pupils may choose to study at home during the prelim diet if parents are happy for them to 

do so. This arrangement applies to this assessment week and the S5/6 SQA diet in May 2018.  

 

Pupils who choose to attend school during the exam period are expected to study at all times except when they 

are sitting an exam. In all cases pupils should sign in and out at the main entrance of the school to ensure the 

school has an accurate record of those in the building in case of fire or emergency. Note that Bus Passes will not 

be provided to those who decide to return home before the end of the day. Where appropriate some teachers 

may choose to use this time for individual pupils to complete unfinished work or to reinforce prior learning etc �t 

in such cases pupils should attend school when requested to do so. 

 

We would like to take this opportunity to wish all of our S5/6 pupils good luck in the forthcoming examinations. 

 

***Special Notice***              Construction Course 

Due to the limited time available to complete the above practical course all pupils who are currently enrolled in 

this Construction course, delivered in our Training Centre and led by Forth Valley College must attend classes on 

a Tuesday and Thursday morning between 8.30-10.30am during the exam period. This is to ensure that they can 

complete the mandatory unit on Bricklaying. 

 

Failure to attend will result in non-completion and withdrawal from the course. 
 

 

FINALLY 

Why not spend some family time this Christmas holiday in the Smith Art Gallery, Dumbarton Road in Stirling where 

some fabulous art work from our Stirling schools is being exhibited, including work produced by pupils in S4-6 in 

St Modan�[s? Well with a visit!  

 

 

 



 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

 

Date Event 
Monday 8th January School reopens at 8.30am 
Wednesday 10th January S5/6 Assessment Block begins 

S4 Tracking Reports in school bags 
Tuesday 16th January S3-5 Options Evening 
Friday 26th January S3 Full Report in school bags 
Monday 29th January PTP Meeting 
Thursday 1st February S3 Parents Evening 

Friday 2nd February Feast Day �t Whole School Mass (Bishop Stephen Robson) 

Wednesday 7th February School Cabaret & Dance Show (TBC) 

Monday 12th �t Friday 16th February Holiday for all pupils (Mon/Tue: INSET) 

Monday 19th February School reopens at 8.30am 
 

More dates/events can be found on our school calendar and website.  

 

�t���v�š���D�}�Œ�����^�š���D�}�����v�[�•���E���Á�•�M 

This newsletter represents only a small fraction of the activities going on in our school. If you would like to know more please 

log on to our website at www.stmodans.co.uk and follow us on Twitter @StModansHS to receive regular updates and 

information about our activities, successes and many pupil achievements. 

 

Have a great Christmas break. Happy holidays! 

 

 

http://www.stmodans.co.uk/

