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Personal Statement
• A key part of your UCAS application
• The only bit of your UCAS application that 

you have complete control over.
• It is YOUR chance to influence a university’s 

decision.
• It is your chance to tell the university 

admission tutors about your personal 
achievements as well as your academic 
ones.

• It is a chance for you to show off your 
personality

KEY FACTS 

• Your personal statement 
has a limit of 47 lines or 
4000 characters.

• It is approximately one 
side of A4 typed in size 
12 Arial font!

• One personal statement 
for all of your choices!



Structure
• Roughly two thirds of your personal statement should 

explain WHY you have chosen your course and your 
interest in the subject.

• Next, you should talk about your skills and knowledge that 
might be relevant to your course
• This is where you can put hobbies!

• Finally, talk about your future plans and discuss how your 
course fits into this.
• Do you have a career plan?



What should you include?
• Some examples:

• Personal life
• Do you look after a sibling?

• Relevant qualifications
• At school or external

• Hobbies 
• Everything can be relevant! Football? You have learned 

communication skills and how to work in a team.
• Volunteering

• DofE, Charity work that you’ve done.
• Work-experience

• Include everything relevant. If it’s a day, or a week – WE 
WANT TO KNOW ABOUT IT. 

• What did you learn?
• Interests 
• Careers plans

• A particular field of interest?

BACK IT ALL 
UP WITH 
EVIDENCE 

AND 
EXAMPLES!
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Examples
1. I am working towards my Duke of Edinburgh Gold 

Award. This has taught me a lot of teamwork skills.

2. During my Duke of Edinburgh Silver trip my team ran 
short of provisions. As a result I have assumed 
responsibility for food and water for our forthcoming 
Gold Award trip to the Peak District. I have 
developed a spreadsheet which details our precise 
requirements and I am confident that my 
organisation will enable the team to perform at its 
peak during the challenge.

Which of the 
two is the 

better 
example?

Why did you 
choose that 

one?
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Top tips
• Plan a structure
• Start with a mind map or list of your qualifications, 

skills, interests and hobbies.
• These are the things you want to include.

• Make sure you can provide examples or evidence to 
justify all of your points.
• Keep these points as concise as possible.

• Use prospectuses and university websites to research 
your course to get an idea of what each university 
wants 
• Do not mention a university by name
• If you are applying to a number of courses make 

sure it is applicable to all of them!



CHECKLIST
• A strong opening statement 
• Justification for your course choice 

and evidence that you have 
researched it.

• Your hobbies, interests, and skills that 
you have gained backed up with 
evidence

• Your future plans for further study or 
your career

Resources:
- UCAS Website
- The Student Room 
- www.studential.com


